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The Liberty
Agenda

e Stop forced annexation
and private property
seizure

e Improve public educa-
tion through school
choice and competition

e Restore free, fair and
open elections to North
Carolina

e End all corporate wel-
fare and subsidies
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Preamble

We hold that every person has a natural right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and

property.

We hold that the purpose of government is the protection of the rights and property of peaceful

individuals.

We hold that the initiation of force or fraud for political or social reasons is always immoral,
and it is contrary to the principles of legitimate government.

We hold that the guarantor of personal liberty is economic freedom;

Accordingly, the Libertarian Party of North Carolina seeks:

® A Federal Government that is limited to the powers specifically enumerated for it in the

U.S. Constitution.

® Federal, state and local government that does not attempt to manipulate the economy or
interfere in the private moral decisions of any individual.

® A society that is freer and more prosperous, based on the respect for our differences, ac-
knowledgement of the creative potential of a free market, and optimism for the future.

l. Justice

Crime

The only real crimes are
those which result in direct
harm to a person or prop-
erty. Any criminal laws,
policies, and programs not
directly based upon this
principle of justice have no
place in a free and civil so-
ciety.

The LPNC calls for the vig-
orous prosecution of crimes
with victims, and the repeal
of all laws against so-called
"victimless crimes." Gov-
ernment officials should not
be immune from prosecu-
tion of criminal acts in the
conduct of their duties.

Prisons

Prisons should exist to sepa-
rate those who would vio-
late the rights of others from
civil society. Imprisonment
should be considered a last
resort to prevent habitually
violent offenders from con-
tinuing to inflict violence
against others. The Consti-
tutional rights of prisoners
and ex-prisoners should be
abridged only where it is
necessary to accomplish this
purpose.

The LPNC calls for prisons
that are humane, with pro-
grams designed to provide
inmates the discipline and
skills required to become
productive and law-abiding
citizens upon release.

For minor offenses, we sup-

port replacing prison sen-
tences with less expensive
and more just alternatives,
such as restitution and com-
munity service.

Death Penalty

The LPNC opposes execu-
tion of prisoners. We be-
lieve that state-sanctioned
revenge never serves the
cause of justice.

End the

War on Drugs

The LPNC calls for the im-
mediate end to the insane
"war on drugs." While we
do not advocate the use of
drugs, we have learned that
drug prohibition is worse
than the drugs themselves.

We call for the legalization
(Continued on page 2)
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of all drugs and the immediate pardon
of the over one-quarter of North Caro-
lina prison inmates convicted solely of
drug charges and other "victimless
crimes."

Takings

The LPNC opposes the taking or sei-
zure of private property by government
or by agencies acting upon governmen-
tal authority. We support compensation
for owners whose property is devalued
or made inaccessible by government
regulations.

Environment

The basis for effective environmental
protection is found in upholding prop-
erty rights. The LPNC calls for the re-
peal of any laws which inhibit owners
from taking action to legally protect
and defend their property.

Pollution

Pollution is a violation of rights and
should be treated as such. Polluters,
either public or private, should be re-
quired to make full compensation for
any personal injuries or property dam-
ages that they cause. Criminal penalties
are appropriate only when deliberate or
willfully negligent pollution poses a
serious threat or causes serious harm to
innocent people or their property.

Roadblocks and Searches

The LPNC calls for a halt to random
roadblocks or searches of any kind.
Roadblocks should only be used to stop
known fleeing criminals. Searches
should only be conducted in strict ad-
herence to the Constitution.

Militarization of Police

The LPNC decries the increasing mili-
tarization of police. Police SWAT
teams increasingly violate our rights
and terrorize innocent civilians in a
manner the LPNC believes is blatantly
unconstitutional. Police departments
exist to protect and serve their citizens,
and military style raids have no place in
a civil society. The LPNC calls for an
end to no-knock searches and hooded
officers.

Trial by Jury

The LPNC fully supports the right of
every person accused of a public of-
fense to a trial by jury, regardless of the
nature or severity of the crime. There-
fore, the LPNC opposes attempts to
replace trial by jury with trial by mili-
tary tribunals, trial by executive and
administrative agency, or detention
without trial.

The LPNC believes that cases of al-
leged contempt of court (civil or crimi-
nal) should be tried by jury, rather than
by judges with an institutional bias in
favor of asserting their own authority.
We favor the right of juries to judge not
only the accused but also the law
through jury nullification, and we favor
requiring judges to inform juries of this
right.

Il. Social Issues

Education

The LPNC supports any attempt by
parents and students to take control of
their education. The state should up-
hold its NC Constitutional mandate to
ensure that children have access to a
quality education, by lifting the burden
of regulation from private education
and home schooling, and by allowing
as much school choice as possible.

Daycare and Elder Care

The LPNC calls for the complete de-
regulation of the daycare, nursing home
and home health care industries. This
will make these services more diverse,
plentiful and inexpensive, eliminating
the perceived need for government in-
tervention.

Welfare

The LPNC offers a positive alternative
to the failed welfare state. We offer a
vision of a society based on individual
responsibility and private charity. Once
people are free to keep all the money
they earn, they will be able to offer
direct individual aid that is truly com-
passionate. We favor ending govern-
ment welfare programs as quickly as
possible.

Housing

The LPNC advocates a free and un-
regulated housing market. We call for
the elimination of all laws which dic-
tate to homeowners how they will
build, inhabit, or use their property, and
of all regulations which increase the
costs of housing. In no case should the
taxpayers subsidize another's choice of
where to build and maintain housing.

Healthcare

The LPNC calls on government to get
out of the healthcare industry entirely.
When people are allowed free choice,
they will be more able to choose the
care they want at a price they can af-
ford. We advocate a compassionate
approach towards those currently de-
pendent on government healthcare, and
would take care to not increase their
suffering in pursuit of this goal.

Marriage

The idea that governments should give
"license" or permission for marriage is
inconsistent with the principles of lib-
erty. A person's union with another is
of no concern of the state except for the
purpose of establishing next of kin and
for that purpose, all adults must be
treated equally. Accordingly, the LPNC
calls for the state to leave marriage to
religious institutions or private con-
tracts and to repeal or amend all laws
making distinctions based on a state of
marriage.

Water Rights

Water received from paid water ser-
vices or from privately-owned wells is
the property of the individual who re-
ceives it, and that property may be used
(Continued on page 3)
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as the owner sees fit provided that the
owner is not infringing on the rights of
others. This includes, but is not limited
to, the right of individuals to reuse their
own water in an effort to conserve wa-
ter resources. We favor repealing regu-
lations that prohibit the reuse of pri-
vately owned water on private prop-
erty.

Fluoridation of

Public Water Supplies

The LPNC calls for an end to fluorida-
tion of public water supplies within the
state. Fluoride supplementation should
be left up to families and individuals,
not provided by one-size-fits-all dosing
of public water supplies.

lll. The Free Market

Corporate Welfare

The LPNC calls for the end of any and
all corporate welfare policies. We be-
lieve that the free market is far more
efficient than government at deciding
which forms of business most benefit
North Carolinians. We oppose any ac-
tion by state or local government to
subsidize the costs of private business.

Business and Labor

The LPNC calls for the immediate abo-
lition of all state and local business
licenses, occupational licenses, and
franchise fees thus freeing the members
of the public to become clients of
whomever they please for whatever
price and level of service is mutually
acceptable.

This action would open the field of
voluntary licensing and decrease the
short supply of affordable professionals
in the areas of health, law, engineering,
counseling, real estate, dentistry, em-
balming, and other services. We call on
all levels of government to eliminate all
regulations and fees that artificially
increase the costs of starting and main-
taining a business, or of gaining em-
ployment.

Commercial Free Speech

While the LPNC understands that free-
dom of speech is freedom of all speech,
the LPNC calls for the end to all re-
strictions on advertising and public
relations, except for those which may
disallow false representations, or those
which protect the right to property or
the right to privacy.

We specifically call for the repeal of
local sign ordinances. We recognize
that, just as political free speech is es-
sential to a free political arena, so com-
mercial free speech is essential to a free
market.

Privatization

The LPNC challenges local and county
governments to seek private solutions
for basic needs. We call for free and
open competition in all areas which
have been previously reserved to gov-
ernment-granted monopolies.

Zoning

The LPNC calls for the repeal of all
zoning ordinances. In their place, we
uphold the rights of private owners to
use and develop their property as they
see fit, and the rights of their neighbors
to be protected from any direct harm
caused by such use. We encourage peo-
ple to establish private contractual rela-
tionships that promote harmonious land
use and development.

Transportation

The LPNC challenges state and local
government to stop building new high-
ways or other transportation systems.
We propose giving private enterprise
the opportunity to come up with inno-
vative transportation solutions without
government interference. Current roads
should be maintained by private enter-
prise until such time as they can be
transferred to private ownership.

Agriculture and Forestry

The LPNC supports a free market in
agriculture and forestry. People should
be free to raise any agricultural product
and sell it at market, without govern-
ment subsidy, support, or interference.

Agricultural and forestry research
should be conducted privately, without
government interference or support.
We call for the immediate removal of
all taxes on agricultural products at all
levels, including production, distribu-
tion, storage, transportation, and sale.

Alcohol Sales

The LPNC calls for government to get
out of the business of selling alcohol.
The Alcohol Beverage Control system
should be privatized and alcohol sales
deregulated as quickly as possible.

IV. Government

and Taxation

Democracy

Access to the ballot should be open to
all Constitutionally qualified candi-
dates. All candidates for a given office
should be held to the same require-
ments, regardless of party affiliation.

The people should have easy access to
state their will to the government
through as many democratic methods
as possible, including, but not limited
to, initiative, referendum, recall, pro-
portional representation, and write-in
votes.

Fair Campaigns

The right to freedom of expression
must include the unrestricted right to
pay for dissemination of one's opinion.
When the government controls the
funding of campaigns, it controls the
campaigns themselves, and thus the
elections. Accordingly, the LPNC calls
for an end to all limits on a person's
right to support the candidate of his
choice.

(Continued on page 4)
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Legislation

The LPNC believes bills issuing from
the General Assembly should be as
simple and to the point as possible. We
challenge the General Assembly to
write bills that cover only one topic and
that can be understood by the average
voter. We oppose riders, unrelated
amendments, or any other attempt to
pass legislation without a clear, open,
and public consideration of the pro-
posed law.

Annexation

The LPNC opposes forced annexation
by municipalities. All annexation
should be subject to the direct approval
of those living in areas proposed to be
annexed.

Taxation

Taxation is by its very nature a coer-
cive and destructive act against the
people. The LPNC believes that all
people have the basic right to keep the
fruits of their labor and enterprise. We
believe that the costs of government
should be paid for by voluntary means
only.

Federal Grants

The LPNC challenges state and local
governments to turn away all federal
grants and the restrictions and man-
dates that come with them. We call on
the federal government to release con-
trol and funding over these programs to
the state and to the people in accor-
dance with the 9th and 10th amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United
States.

Bonds

To the extent that government bonds
are simply deferred taxes, they should
be avoided in all circumstances. State
and local governments should take ac-
tion to pay off existing bonds as
quickly as possible, and refrain from
the issuance of new bonds.

Sale of Government

Lands and Assets

The LPNC challenges state and local
governments to privatize as many lands
and assets as possible. Many functions

of government should be transferred to
private ownership, and a necessary
reduction in the size of government
will generate surplus property. We call
for a fair and open process to liquidate
these lands and assets at maximum
value. The proceeds from these sales
should be refunded to the taxpayers.

V. Freedom

Privacy

The LPNC opposes any attempts by
government to collect information on
the people, except in the Constitution-
ally required performance of its duties.
All personal information gathered by
government must be kept confidential,
and not used or shared except directly
for the purpose for which it was gath-
ered.

National ID

The LPNC opposes any form of a na-
tional ID card. North Carolina officials
should refuse to implement any na-
tional identification system that the
U.S. Congress may attempt to enact.

Right to Self Defense

The LPNC acknowledges every indi-
vidual's inalienable right to choose to
own and carry firearms or other means
of self-defense, without government
licensing, registration, monitoring or
interference of any kind.

Selective Service

Compulsory military service is invol-
untary servitude. The LPNC holds that
all aspects of such conscription are
both unconstitutional and violations of
our unalienable Rights. The State of
North Carolina, by making its driver's
license conditional on Selective Service
registration is abetting this human
rights violation. This arrangement and
all similar practices must end.

Boating, Hunting

and Fishing Rights

The LPNC calls for the elimination of
state licenses for the purposes of boat-
ing, hunting, or fishing. We support the
rights of private land owners to allow,
ban or regulate these activities on their
property, as they see fit.

Consensual Relationships

The government has absolutely no
place telling consenting adults which
adults they can love or how they can
love one another. The LPNC calls for
the immediate repeal of all laws that
encourage or discourage any consen-
sual sexual or family relationships.

Adoption

The LPNC calls for a total deregulation
of adoption services. We believe that
easily available adoption will signifi-
cantly lower abortion and child abuse.
We support the rights of individuals
and non-traditional families to adopt.

Immigration

The LPNC welcomes immigrants to
our state. There should be no laws that
set different standards for immigrants
and non-immigrants. People who are
not citizens should enjoy equal treat-
ment under the law.

Free Association

The LPNC supports the right of any
free association of individuals to con-
duct their community affairs as they
see fit consistent with individual lib-
erty, without interference from the gov-
ernment.

VI. Miscellaneous
National Libertarian Party

Platform

The LPNC affirms and adopts the plat-
form of the national Libertarian Party.

Omissions

In all matters where the LPNC does not
take a position in this platform, the
party shall always be in favor of the
position which grants the greatest free-
dom to the people while protecting
individual rights, and which most limits
the role of government.




